
The	Worldwide	Engagement	for	
Digitizing	Biocollections (WeDigBio)	

event—a	global	stage	for	your	
herbarium



https://www.idigbio.org/content/sitch-stitch%E2%80%94-citstitch-hackathon



https://volunteer.ala.org.au/



https://transcription.si.edu/



https://www.notesfromnature.org/



https://www.notesfromnature.org/



https://www.notesfromnature.org/



http://www.npr.org/blogs/alltechconsidered/2014/03/11/289064040/evolved-science-crowdsourcing-makes-cataloging-bugs-faster



http://www.notesfromnature.org/
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https://www.idigbio.org/content/simultaneous-transcription-blitzes-success
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Question Lower (1) About the 
same (2) Higher (3) Much 

higher (4) 
Total 

Responses Mean 

the number of 
biodiversity 
specimens 
held in 
collections 

1 45 61 32 139 2.89 

the kinds of 
biodiversity 
specimens 
held in 
collections 

1 52 56 30 139 2.83 

the process 
of 
transcribing 
specimen 
labels 

1 35 47 56 139 3.14 

the value of 
biodiversity 
specimens 
held in 
collections 

1 41 53 44 139 3.01 

 

2.		For	the	topics	below,	please	rate	your	level	of	awareness	now	
compared	to	prior	to	participating	in	the	Blitz.



 
Activity Lecture 

 
Collection 

Tour 

GeoLocator 
or Timeline 

Games 
Take-Home 

Item Bingo Game 
Very unimportant (1) 2 (1.9%) 7 (7.9%) 4 (5.8%) 8 (7.4%) 6 (6.5%) 
Unimportant (2) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 9 (8.3%) 6 (6.5%) 
Neither important nor 
unimportant (3) 10 (9.4%) 8 (9.0%) 18 (26.1%) 35 (32.4%) 35 (38%) 
Important (4) 42 (39.6%) 22 (24.7%) 32 (46.4%) 32 (29.6%) 30 (32.6%) 
Very Important (5) 52 (49.1%) 52 (58.4%) 15 (21.75%) 24 (22.2%) 15 (16.3%) 
Average Response 4.34 4.26 3.78 3.51 3.46 
Total # participants 
offered this activity 106 89 69 108 92 
 

Please	 rate	the	 importance	of	each	of	the	possible	 Blitz	activities	 listed	 below	to	your
overall	experience.



10. How likely is that you would participate in a Transcription Blitz in the future if 
given the opportunity? 

Answer Res onse 

1 
Very 

I 2 1°/o 
unlikely 

2 Unlikely I 1 1°/o 
Neither 

3 likely nor 14 10°/o 
unlikely 

4 Likely 50 36°/o 
5 Very likely 71 51 o/o 

Total 138 100°/o 
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NSCAlhance and 3 others Retweeted 

NSF Biology NSF_BIO ·Oct 24 
And make sure you check out all the WeDlgBlo events this weekend! 
wedigbio.org WeD1gBlo 

t."l 9 

NYT Science @NYTScience 

Out of storage and onto the Internet: a guide to digitized 
natural history collections nyti.ms/1 PHweLV 

* 8 

(ii NMNH_Entomoloqy and 2 others Retweeted 

The Field Museum FieldMuseum ·Oct 24 
Since Thursday, we've transcribed over 1,000+ records for WeDigB10! Here's 
how you can help remotely: field.mufflyBb 

t."l 4 * 
(ii SI Transcription Ctr and i other Retweeted 

NMNH_Entomology NMNH_EntomOIOgy · Oct 24 
Follow along live as ~MNH hosts a live transcription event! BeeByBee 
WeDlgBlo 

SI Transcription Ctr -rransc. .:>eS 

LIVE on #Periscope: WeDigBio at Smithsonian Natural History - #BeeByBee 
periscope.tv/w/aPu05TF6WUti . .. 

t."l 4 * 4 

(ii Higgs Boson4 and 3 others Retweetec 

DigiVol AMDigiVol · Oct 23 
DICl\IOL Rosie and Rex fighting over who is transcribing for austmus atlasllv1ngaust at 

WeDlgBlo 
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My	Suggestions
• Start	by	creating	a	BIOSPEX	project	focused	on	your
herbarium.

• Define	expeditions	in	ways	exciting	to	your	local	
community	(e.g.,	specimens	from	your	home	
county).

• Host	a	digitization	party	for	your	local	community	or	
a	classroom	exercise	using	resources	at	wedigbio.org.		
This	would	ideally	happen	during	WeDigBio to	
benefit	from	that	broader	media	push,	but	need	not.

• Share	any	resources	that	you	produce	on	
wedigbio.org.
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Version 1.0 - July 21, 2016 - Andrea Weeks, Austin Masi, Michael Denslow 

Protocol for creating Notes from Nature Transcription Expediti.ons for 
the "Keys to the Cabinets" Curator Community 

The protocol below assumes that you have made basic decisions about the 
circumscription of your volunteer engagement project (e.g., the specimens that you will 
target in collaboration with partner groups like your state native plant society). It makes 
sense to establish a single project for each partner or group of partners that have the 
same focus. For example, you might produce a project focused on all specimens 
collected in your state (irrespective of collection curating them) with your state native 
plant society and a project focused on your herbarium's specimens (irrespective of 
location they were collected) for your institution's volunteer corps. 

The protocol also assumes that you have successfully uploaded your image files to 
CyVerse and updated the relevant specimen records in Symbiota with the ur/ at which 
the corresponding specimen image can be accessed. 

STEP A. Register at biospex.org and create a Group. 

1) Click Register in the top right at biospex.org. 

2) Fill out fields in Register New Account form. The Group Invite Code field permits a 
user to join a Group to which they were invited. Most of you will not be joining a Group 
immediately in this way. You would have received your group invite code in an email 
generated by BIOSPEX. 
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